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Honorable James %, Strawn
County Attorney
Willaoy County
Raymondville, Texas
Dear 8irt Opinion No, 0-36£2
Re: #hether Bouse-Bill No. 76,
47th Legie xaitting
penalties and erest on de-

it taxes appiles
altigs and intereat

ay & 4Y, you request our
opinion in rosponse to the followlag glGestion:

ing questiont

reumisaion
b1l (H, B.

iave the ef-
penalty and

roady

spislgd ture shall have no power to re- .
ringsish, or to authorize the releasing
g, in whole or in part, the indebdt-
1ity or obligetion of any eorporation
7iddal, to this State or to sny county eor
defined subdivision thereof, or @ther municipal
corporation therein, except delinguent taxes whioh
have been due for a peried of at least ten years,

(See, 855, irt. 3, adopted election Hov., 8, 1832,})"

NO COMMUNICATION IS TQ BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROYED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ABSISTANT

116



17

Honorable James W, Strawn, Page B

Prom the opinion of the Suprems Court, Jones v,
williann, 45 S, W, {24) 130, we guotet

*The statutes from time to tiwe have eon~
tsired provislons for the twlleetion of delin-
quent taxes by attorneys or others by contracts
for a percentage of the tax, or taxes, interest,
and penalties colleoted, Vernon's inn. Civ, Bb,,
arts, 7338, 7544, srts. 7284a and 7535a. The
power to make eontracts under these statutes is
subordinate o the general legislative power %o
impose, increase, diminish, or remit penalties
for tax dolinquoncios, and the existence of sueh
contracts, where tazes have neither been paid
nor reduced to Jjudgment, does not prevent the

- reamaission s tatute froa bcina effective, snd the
delingquent teaxpayer haz the sname rignt to pay

his taxes without paying s and int Eggg
(so-0alled} that he wouldnEE?Lzégi such contipacts
never been made, Ths remission statute applies

unlesa prior to the arroetive dates of the stat-
ute the taxol had ag 1y been oollected o

From the above anthorities which you kindl tur-
nished us in your brief, we conslude that your qunstion should
te suswered in the negative.

Yours very truly
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